
Saint Boniface Parish 
Faith Formation Handout – Sunday, May 2nd 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
John 15:1-8  
Jesus said to his disciples: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine 
grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are 
already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in 
me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I 
in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch 
and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire and 
they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my 
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples." 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition ã 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. 
 

How do I abide 
with Christ and His Church? 

 
First Grade 

To abide with someone means to love them and to 
be with them. Who are the people that you live 
with? Who are five other people that you abide 

with, meaning that you spend time with? How do 
you build good relationships with those people? In 

what ways do you abide and spend time with 
Jesus? How can you have a relationship with God? 

 
Third and Fourth Grades 

We do not do everything perfectly, and so Jesus 
tells us that we are and need to be pruned. When 
we are ‘pruned’, it means that we take away the 

bad parts. What are two bad things that you need 
to stop doing? How can you ask Jesus to help you 
with them? How will abiding with Jesus help you to 

be pruned and to overcome the bad habits? 
 

Seventh and Eighth Grades 
Jesus calls Himself the ‘True Vine’. What do you 

think that means? Like the vine that gives all of the 
grapes and leaves nourishment, how is Jesus like a 

vine for us? In what ways does Jesus help and 
protect you? How does Jesus provide for everything 

that you need? How often do you talk with God 
and grow your relationship with Him? 

 

Second Grade 
Jesus says – “Remain in me, as I remain in you.” As 

you get ready to receive your first Communion, 
how will Jesus be remaining and abiding in you? In 

what ways does Jesu draw close to us when we 
receive Him in the Eucharist? After we receive the 

Eucharist, how do we remain and abide with Jesus? 
How often do you think about and talk with Him? 

 
Fifth and Sixth Grades 

Jesus tells us that we cannot bear fruit if we do not 
remain in Him. Here, ‘fruit’ means all of the good 

things that we do with our lives. What are some of 
the goals that you have for your life? In what ways 
do you need help from God to accomplish them 
and bear fruit? How can you abide with Jesus so 

that you can achieve those goals? 
 

High School and Adults 
At the end of today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus tell us 
that when we abide with Him we will bear much 

fruit and become His disciples. Would you say that 
you abide in Christ and bear fruit in your life? In 

what ways are you a disciple of Jesus? Do you want 
to be a disciple of Christ? If yes, what are you doing 

to grow your relationship with Him? 



For this Week… 
We are Catholic always and in everything we do. Throughout the week bring your faith into 

your school, your work, your play and your family. Here are some ideas for you. 
 

Monday 
When we abide with someone it means that we 

spend time with them. Do you abide with Christ? If 
yes, it means that you spend time every day with 
God. Today, pay attention throughout the day to 

see how much time you spend with God and abide 
with Him. How often do you pray and talk with Him? 
How often do you think about Him during your day? 

 
Wednesday 

When we abide with Christ, we become a disciple. 
Being a disciple means that we respond to God’s 
call to maintain a relationship with Jesus, which 

shapes all of our decisions and behaviors. How are 
you responding to God’s call to be His disciple 

each day? Today, what response can you give to 
God? What action can you take today? 

 
Friday 

As a disciple of Christ, we abide with Jesus and His 
Church when we receive the Sacraments, take 

time to pray, and continue to study, which means 
learn more about God and the Church. Today, 

think about these three things – Sacraments, prayer 
and study – and how you are living them out. What 
could you do this week to do more of each one? 

 

Tuesday 
Abiding with Christ’s Church means that we spend 

time with the people that make up our Church 
community. How involved with our Church 

community are you? Other than Mass, how else do 
you participate in and abide with the Collaborative 
Community. Today, when you pray, ask God how 
you can become more involved with the Church. 

 
Thursday 

As a disciple, our relationship with God is nourished 
by our involvement with the community of disciples. 
Who are some of the disciples that you know in your 
life? How are they helping you to abide with Christ 

and His Church? Today, take time to think and pray 
about how having other disciples in your life would 

help you to grow in your relationship with Jesus? 
 

Saturday 
The more that we abide with Christ, the more we 
abide with His Church, because as a disciple, our 

relationship with Jesus inspires us to serve others and 
to draw them to Christ and His Church. Today, ask 

God how He wants you to serve the people around 
you. Don’t let having a busy schedule stop you from 

serving. Find time to love others. 
 

FROM THE CATECHISM… 
 

“Communion in the one family of 
God. ‘For is we continue to love one 

another and to join in praising the 
Most Holy Trinity – all of us who are 
sons of God and form one family in 

Christ – we will be faithful to deepest 
vocation of the Church.” 

 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 959 

 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
Here are the readings for next Sunday so that on Saturday you can read through them. If you take a few minutes to read them and 

prepare, you will get a lot more from Mass. They are available online at www.usccb.org. Use the calendar on the right. 
 

Acts 10:25-26,34-45,44-48     Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4     1 John 4:7-10     John 15:9-17 
 

 

This handout was created by the Lynn Catholic Collaborative. For more info on how to use at your parish please email admin@lynncatholic.org 


